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[Summary]

Achievements and Issues in beginner piano teaching utilizing the ML system

Yuko Akatsu
In order to prepare students as kindergarten or nursery school teachers, our College developed five years
ago a piano curriculum for beginners using the ML system, and improved it year by year. In the fifth year, we
planned a deep practical test and questionnaire to clarify the students’ understanding of the skills that they
were taught.
In this paper, I show the concrete achievements obtained from analyzing these test results. I also
discuss what factors have produced these achievements during the five years’ activities.
Students, even beginners, gain improved piano skills and motivation.
Its major factors are the following:
Utilizing the functionality of the ML system
Variety of lessons tailored to the student's situation
Improved communication among students and teachers
As a practical aspect of this study, the fixing of the PDCA cycle of curriculum improvement through teacher

training has made great contributions. Issues for the next cycle are also appended.

Keywords-
ML (Music Laboratory), piano beginner, curriculum development, PDCA (Plan-Do-Check-Action) cycle
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