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[Summary]

How the electronic organ sound contributes to opera accompanied by the piano and the electronic organ?

—In view of creative arrangement for the piano and the electronic organ—

MORIMATSU, Keiko

In order to accompany opera, electronic organ players usually refer to orchestral scores as well as piano-vocal

scores. Sound-registration of the electronic organ reflects the orchestral instruments written in the orchestral

scores. Appropriate reduction and precise summarization (and additional ideas, if any) will produce a successful

electronic organ version of accompaniment that will serve sophisticated orchestral sound.

In case of using a piano with an electronic organ for an accompaniment, it would be better to intend to create a

new version for both instruments without being obsessed with orchestra-like sounds. It is because the tone itself of

the piano is out of the reproduction of the orchestral sound.

The electronic organ does not have to keep playing constantly to add orchestra-like sounds to the performance of

the piano. Appropriate silence of the electronic organ and reappearance at the meaningful timing will bring an

effective contrast throughout the piece.

To know the difference in the style of each opera is also important for the role of the electronic organ plays. For

example, in Donizetti's "L’elisir d’amore”, several emotional tunes like arias, choruses, duets and etc are connected by

recitatives. In such a case, it is an effective way of thinking that the electronic organ can contribute to exciting

emotional songs by leaving the recitatives to the piano.

On the other hand, in Puccini's "La Boheme", recitatives in

"L’elisir d’amore" are replaced by the series of elaborate music that explains and progresses the story. In this case,

the electronic organ can contribute to the whole opera more deeply, incorporating musical elements closely related

to the drama such as scene depicting with timbres and the leitmotives. Puccini is a composer and a director of

drama as well, so electronic organ players need to have a viewpoint not only as a musician, but also as a director.

Through these considerations and practices, it is expected that a unique style of opera accompaniment by piano

and electronic organ will be formed.

Key words: opera, accompaniment, piano, electronicorgan, viewpoint asa director
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